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Story Books. 


Appropriate for Christmas or birthday gifts. 


CUPID OF CAMPION. A new, fascinating story by Rev. 
F. J. Finn, S. J. The story is healthy and thrilling and breathes the 
air of romance. $1.00 


THAT OFFICE BOY. By Rev. F. J. Finn, S. J. The hero 


of this story figures prominently. Delightfully humorous. $1.00 

WINNETOU, THE APACHE KNIGHT. By Marion Ames 
Taggart. In the present volume Jack Hildreth goes West, meets 
Winnetou under tragic circumstances, is captured by him and 
sentenced to die. 50 cents. 

THE TREASURE OF NUGGET MOUNTAIN. By Marion 
Ames Taggart. The ride for life from the lake of petroleum with 
horse and rider clogged by the fierce unreason of the boy Harry, 
is a piece of word-painting which has few counterparts in the 
language. 50 cents. 

JACK HILDRETH ON THE NILE. By Marion Ames 
Taggart. Courage, truth, and honest dealing with friend and foe are 
equally taught by example. 50 cents. 

THE FAIRY OF THE SNOWS. By Rev. F. J. Finn, S. J. 
A delightful and interesting story for girls. $1.00 

FABIOLA. By Cardinal Wiseman. More modern and decid- 
edly more attractive than the old editions. 50 cents. 

FABIOLA’S SISTERS. Adapted by A. C. Clarke. This is 
a companion volume and a sequel to “‘Fabiola.” 50 cents. 

IDOLS; or The Secret of the Rue Chaussée d’ Antin. By Raoul 
de Navery. ‘The story is a remarkably clever one. 50 cents. 


PoStage extra on above books. 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ Clyde, Mo. 








“FORD NECESSITY” 
THE FORD STEERING CONTROL 


attaches to spokes of the steering wheel, forming a cushion friction bearing about the bell 
shaped gear case. You can attach in one minute's time. No holes to bore, no parts to remove. 

With the Steering Control you can derive the same pleasure and safety in driving a Ford 
as you experience in the highest priced cars. 

What the people say the Ford Steering Control will do: 

1. Relieves the strain from gripping steering wheel. 

2. Lessens the danger of the car swerving one way or the other, preventing accidents. 

3. Saves gasoline as the car travels in straighter line. 

4. Saves your tires, as it reduces the quiver which reduces friction on tires of front wheels. 

5. Reduces the rattle and shake fifty per cent, saving repairs. 


Black Enamel Ford Steering Control $2.50 
Nickel Plated Ford Steering Control $3.00 
All charges prepaid to your address 


“RE-FLECT-A-LITE AUTO LENS” 


Give good light with none of the glare. Comply with the dimmer laws everywhere. This 
means protection for the driver. Prevents accidents. Throws light through dust. Throws 
light through fog. Adds ten per cent tothe looks of your car. Can furnish the Re-Flect-A-Lite 
Lens in all sizes. Send name and style of your car. 

Ford size, pr. $1.50. Larger sizes, pr. $1.65. 
Address all communication or orders to, 
EAGLE SALES COMPANY, CHANUTE, KANSAS or 
EAGLE SALES COMPANY, STANBERRY, MISSOURI. 








Two years before his death, St. Francis of Assisi received the impression of the five 
holy Wounds. Under the appearance of a seraph, Jesus Crucified, by darting rays from 
his sacred Wounds, imprinted the stigmata on the body of the saint. At the same time, 
the heart of St. Francis was filled with seraphic love. The marks of the five holy Wounds 
were thenceforth plainly visible on his hands, feet and side. St. Francis died on Octo- 
ber 4, 1226, in his forty-fifth year. One of his religious saw his soul ascend to heaven 
in the form of a bright star. As the body of the saint was borne in triumphant procession 
from Portiuncula to Assisi, a halt was made at San Damiano that St. Clare and her com- 
panions might venerate the sacred stigmata. The above picture shows the moment when 
St. Clare meets the holy body. 
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‘Taernaidle and Purgatory 








Vol. 13 NOVEMBER, 1917 No. 5 








A periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Issued eight times a year. Price 50 cts; Canada 60 cts. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 








Perfect Devotedness to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 





IETS. #1EO XIII. consecrated the human race to the Sacred 
| li a») Heart of Jesus and requested the faithful, families 
¢ cS. € ¥ and nations to renew this consecration and perfect 

“Is aA devotedness to this royal, adorable Heart. For 

EXsemese@d| this century, Pius X. proclaimed the motto: To 
reStore all things in Christ. Benedict XV. requests the warring 
nations to seek peace and reconciliation in the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. 

However, men will not hearken to the voice of the Supreme 
Pontiffs. Instead of being united by the charity of Christ, nation 
rises against nation, and separates by bitter hatred. Families 
have ignored the admonitions and appeals of the holy Father; 
they are continually diminishing because the sacrament of matri- 
mony is being desecrated. 

There is but one means of salvation for families and for 
nations, it is echoed in the cry: Return to Christ; let Christ reign 
over us. Without Christ there is no true reconciliation, no lasting 
peace, neither for individuals nor families, nor for any single 
nation. 

Let the world once more begin to believe in the divinity of 
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Jesus Christ, in the true and substantial presence of Christ among 
us in the Holy Eucharist, in the dominion of the Sacred Heart. 
Let it confide in the magnificent promises made by the divine 
Heart of Jesus to those who proclaim and promote his empire 
of love. May it be proclaimed from pole to pole: We desire 
that Christ should reign over us; he shall be our peace, our 
reconciliation, our bliss supreme. The enthronement of Jesus 
Christ and of his Sacred Heart is an efficacious means to renew 
his kingdom here on earth. 

Nations, families and individual souls must dedicate themselves 
wholly to the Heart of Jesus, devote themselves to him entirely, 
then, will the declaration of the Heart of Jesus be realized: “I 
will reign despite Satan and his accomplices.” 

Frequently St. Gertrude and Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque 
beheld the Sacred Heart of Jesus surrounded by angels and 
saints who joyously sang: Triumph, triumph, O Heart of Jesus! 
The day of triumph for the divine Heart of Jesus will come. Let 
us hasten its advent by our perfect devotedness to this adorable 
Heart. 

With devotedness to the Sacred Heart of Jesus should be 
connected a perfect fidelity to the Pope. The situation of the 
Father of Christendom is becoming ever more burdensome and 
perilous. The Vicar of Christ has been unjustly robbed of his 
temporal dominions; now efforts are being made to curtail his 
spiritual power, to hamper his supreme office of teacher and 
shepherd. ‘4 

All true Catholics of the world must hear and heed the cry: 
Hold to the Pope! In recent times, at the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, all divinely enlightened souls have urgently requested the 
faithful to abide firmly with the Sovereign Pontiff. The Vatican 
Council declared the supreme power and infallibility of the Pope 
as articles of faith, in order that in the coming religious struggle 
the faithful may stand firm on the rock of Peter. Had the Vati- 
can Council not been held, we probably would witness very great 
confusion in the Church of Christ. More faith in the Pope and 
more love for him, must be our watchword. Those who now 
combat together with the Pope, who co-operate with him and 
faithfully follow his directions, they will be sure of victory, and 
will once be gloriously rewarded. Every Catholic should manifest 
an unshaken faith in the papacy. By this profession of our 
constancy, we can easily merit a magnificent crown for life 
eternal. 
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The Pope must have the right and liberty to speak in the 
name of God, and Catholics have a sacred claim to hear the 
voice of him who occupies the chair of Peter. In matters 
concerning the one essential, the eternal salvation of souls, the 
whole Catholic world must hearken to the words of the Sovereign 
Pontiff. The holy Father has the most sacred rights to reconcile 
the Catholics who have become estranged by the passions of war, 
and under the strictest obligation, Catholics are bound to pray 
for the holy Father and to support him financially. Now is the 
time to give proof of the spirit that animates our hearts. Let us 
love the Pope and we shall love Christ. He will draw us to the 
love of his Sacred Heart, and thus shall we walk securely in the 
path of right, supported by God’s grace and blessing. 


ODINDWD IND ODO 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 





Rev. Father Mateo and the Holy Father. 


3S a proof that the apostolate of the enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in families is not an outburst 
of the transient ardor of an innovation, Father 
Mateo, the apostle of the work of enthronement, 
was miraculously cured by the divine Heart from 
an ailment which the physicians had pronounced incurable. 

Benedict XV. made the work of enthronement his own, and 
commanded that this devotion be spread everywhere. Pius X. 
had already said to Father Mateo, “Not only do I sanction this 
work, but | command you to announce it to the world.” It is, 
in truth, the consecration of the human race by Leo XIII. carried 
into effect. It is the fulfillment of the desire of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus himself, who promised to Blessed Margaret Mary: “I 
will bless every place where there is a picture of my Sacred 
Heart exposed and venerated.” 

At Father Mateo’s first audience with Pope Benedict XV., his 
Holiness at once recognized the momentous mission of the saintly 
priest. For this purpose, the holy Father provided him with a 
beautiful autograph letter of recommendation, which contains 
this forcible statement: “In our time there is and can be no work 
more sacred than that of consecrating the family to the mo&t 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.”’ His Holiness requested Father Mateo 
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to devote himself unceasingly to the propagation of this work 
throughout the world. 

When Father Mateo visited Rome the second time, he had 
another lengthy audience with the holy Father, who conversed 
with him for three quarters of an hour on the work of enthrone- 
ment. In conclusion Pope Benedict said, “Go, Father, go forth 
into the whole world and unce2zsingly preach this crusade of love 
everywhere. You will meet with obstacles: such is the fate of 
every great undertaking, but lay special stress on the fact that 
it is the will of the Pope that this salutary work should be prop- 
agated throughout the world for the welfare of the Christian 
people.” 

Before concluding the audience, the Pope asked Father 
Mateo, “Father, will you say a Mass according to my intention ?” 

“With the greatest of pleasure, holy Father,” was the reply. 

“Come to me, then, Friday morning at half past six. You 
may assist at my Mass and afterward say the Mass of thanks- 
giving.” 

So it came to pass. Father Mateo celebrated holy Mass on ~ 
the same altar on which Benedict XV. had just offered the holy 
Sacrifice. Afterwards his Holiness invited Father Mateo to his 
private room, and showed his intense interest in the work of 
enthronement of the Sacred Heart, by conversing with the 
missionary for another half hour on the subject. His last words 
were the repeated request that the fervent apostle should devote 
his life exclusively to the spreading of veneration of the divine 
Heart, and that he gain others for this great apostolate. 

Later, Cardinal Gasparri, secretary of state, wrote as follows : 
“The holy Father desires that this noble and holy beginning, this 
salutary devotion bring forth abundant fruit in the hearts of the 
faithful for eternal life; that the spirit of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus may reign exclusively in the souls of the families where 
he has been enthroned as King, in order to sanctify the family 
and to bring it ever nearer to God.” 


ODSODODIODO 


A single act of renunciation of the will is more pleasing to God 
than a thirty days’ fast. — Cure of Ars. 

Crosses are on the road to heaven, like a fine stone bridge over 
a river. — Jdzd. 
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The Essential Happiness of Heaven. 
For the Festival of All Saints. 










me Fe OCTORS of the Church teach that the bliss of the 
pf) is | elect souls in heaven consists principally and es- 
| sentially in beholding and possessing God, or as 
St. Paul says: “Seeing God face to face,” and 
| et {| not merely seeing, but also possessing God. God 
in his — mercy will pour into the souls of the blessed all his 
gifts and graces in as high a degree as the soul is capable of 
receiving them, which will be in proportion to her merits. Even 
David the royal singer exclaims: “The children of men shall put 
their trust under the covert of thy wings; they shall be inebriated 
with the plenty of thy house, and thou shalt make them drink 
of the torrent of thy pleasure” (Ps.xxxv.). 

Describing the vision and possession of God which constitutes 
true and essential blessedness, St. Augustine exclaims: “This life 
of the blessed is called life eternal, because the eleét are in the 
perfe&t possession of the presence of never-ending life, and in 
future will never suffer death, nor pain nor sorrow. For the eleét 
are de&tined and created to live forever, and eternally to behold 
life eternal’? (De cognit verae vitae). 

Who can imagine this supreme bliss: With an intellect 
supernaturally elevated and illuminated by God, we are destined 
to behold forever, and in superabundant enjoyment to possess 
forever, the eternal, infinite beauty, the infinite wisdom, the infinite 
goodness, the infinite omnipotence, the infinite love and benignity, 
the infinite treasures, the infinite delight, happiness and glory. 
All this “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man” (Cor. ii.). We believe all this, but we 
cannot comprehend it. 

By the following words, St. Augustine exhorts us to love this 
eternal beatitude: “Dear brethren, no longer love the wretched 
and fleeting world. Do not attach your hearts to it because it is 
wholly inconstant and its friendship is odious to God. Even were 
the world to love us, we ought not love it in return; how much 
less, then, ought we to love the world which in reality only hates 
and constantly persecutes us? Why should we love this miserable, 
transitory life, burdened down as it is with hardships and sacrifices, 
embittered by hard labor and the sweat of our brow? 

“Oh, how we should love this imperishable life where there is 
no suffering; where the greatest security, the most perfect happi- 
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ness, the most joyful liberty may be found! Where these words 
of our Lord are verified: ‘They shall be as the angels, and then 
shall the just shine as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.’ 
What radiance, what lustre, think ye, my brethren, will the souls 
possess when the brightness of their transfigured bodies will re- 
semble the very splendor of the sun? 

“In the abode of the blessed there is no grief, no sorrow, no 
tears, no suffering, no death to fear, but all is eternal joy and 
felicity, pure and overflowing. In that life there will be no malig- 
nity of will, no human frailty, no illness. In the heavenly Jerusalem 
there is no hunger, no thirst, no cold, no heat, no fatigue of the 
body, no assaults from the enemy, no possibility of committing 
sin. The elect will be ravished by heavenly joys, associated with 
- the angels, and will reign forever. Nothing is more excellent, 
more glorious, more resplendent and more real than this thrice 
blessed abode; nothing more delightful than this blessedness and 
this abounding heavenly beatitude.” (St. Augustine, serm. 13). 


Inexpressible Beauty. 


Christ once said to St. Bridget: “If thou wert to behold the 
beauty of the souls of the blessed or of the holy angels, as it 
really is, thy heart would burst from excess of joy. In like manner, 
wert thou to see the devil, thou couldst not endure a sight so 
horrible and still live. But thou dost see spiritual things as if they 
were corporal; the angels and souls of the blessed appear to 
thee in human form, because, being imprisoned in the body, thy 
spirit could not otherwise discern them.” 

Our Lord said the following to St. Catherine of Siena: “Thou 
dost well remember how, once in an ecstasy, thou didst have a 
glance at the devil. Upon regaining thy senses, thou didst declare 
that thou woulds rather walk barefoot on a path of glowing 
coals, till the day of judgment, than ever to see him again. And 
yet, thou dost not know how extremely horrible he is in realty, 
for thou didst have only a momentary glance. On the other 
hand, the beauty of even the last of the blessed in heaven is so 
great, that the sensible beauty of the whole world concentrated 
as in a focus, could by no means be compared to it; his splendor 
by far surpasses the brightness of the mid-day sun. 

On another occasion God granted this revelation to St.Catherine: 
“The mutual love of the inhabitants of heaven and of the angels, 
has been exceedingly well regulated by the care and wisdom of 
my providence. It was not my will that each one should erjoy 
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the personal good bestowed on him for himself only; my divine 
providence decreed that all should participate in the happiness 
of each other. I willed that the greater should enjoy the good 
of the lesser, and the lesser that of the greater, in the best 
regulated and most perfect charity. In heaven, those who have 
a lower degree of glory, enjoy perfect happiness and receive the 
most perfect consolation, for all are satiated according to their 
individual capacity and degree of sanctity. Ah, how fraternal is 
this charity, and how firmly all are united in me! The angels 
experience great joy in associating with the blessed souls, and 
these with the heavenly spirits. All are inebriated with the sweet- 
es charity and torrents of delight; they exult and rejoice in me 
in a manner far surpassing thy comprehension. 

“In beholding me, the eternal God, every inhabitant of heav- 
en beholds the honor and glory of my name in my saints, in 
the celestial spirits and in all creatures, even in the demons. 
Clearly he recognizes the eternal truth and possesses everything 
he desires. He is continually satiated without ever growing 
weary. Although he sees the offences committed by sinners, he 
does not experience grief on that account. His compassion is 
free from pain, for he loves the sinners in themselves, and with 
fervent love constantly implores me to grant my grace and 
mercy to the world. The will of the blessed is perfectly united 
and conformed to my will. For this reason, even parents who 
see their children among the damned in hell, do not grieve for 
them, but are perfectly contented because they see in them my 
enemies who are being punished. 

“The blessed do indeed desire to be reunited with their 
bodies, but this desire in no way disquiets them, as they know 
that once it will certainly be realized. Thou mus not imagine 
that after its resurrection, the glorified body will impart greater 
happiness to the soul. Were this the case, the souls of the blessed 
in heaven would enjoy happiness in an imperfect manner as long 
as they are not united with their bodies; and this is impossible, as 
they possess every perfection. The body will not augment the 
happiness of the soul, but the soul will impart of its superabundance 
to the body. Eye is not capable to see, nor ear to hear, nor 
tongue to express, nor the heart to contain, the greatness of the 
bliss of my elect. What joy and bliss, to behold me face to face, 
to receive me sweetly, to possess me eternally, — me, the supreme 


and eternal Good!” 
0BODBSBEDBI 
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Catholic People, Save Souls! 





3] VERY good Catholic ought to be a savior of souls 
| both for himself and for others. St. Peter gives 
the Christians this title when he calls them “a 
SE he chosen generation, a kingly priesthood,” for by 
aanee: the sacrament of confirmation, every Catholic is 
Strengthened to defend his faith, to suffer ignominy for the sake 
of Christ and our holy religion, — he is chosen to save souls. 
Christians should be enthusiastic in the work of saving souls. 
Begin with yourself, with your family, with your surroundings, 
and extend your influence wherever you have an opportunity. 

Prayer and supplication are the first means we should employ 
in saving souls. Our Lord made the promise that those who 
venerate his Sacred Heart would easily convert sinners. “I will 
give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts. 
Tepid souls shall grow fervent. Fervent soul shall quickly mount 
to high perfection.” We may easily assume that by the intense 
fervor of her prayers, the seraphic St. Gertrude converted millions 
of souls, and delivered countless numbers from purgatory. Our 
Savior himself declared that on account of the prayers of this 
eminently holy Benedictine nun, he often bestowed his graces 
and mercies upon the whole world. Once during holy Mass 
when she was praying for the conversion of a great number of 
sinners, she hesitated somewhat in her petitions, fearing she might 
be asking too much from God. To dispel her doubts, our divine 
Lord said, “Do you consider me so impoverished?” Far from 
regarding her petitions as being presumptuous, he received them 
graciously and lovingly, and granted conversion to all for whom 
she pleaded. This ingtance shows plainly the power of confident 
prayer ! 
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Another very efficacious practice is the offering of the precious 
Blood. God himself instructed St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi 
with regard to its efficacy to reconcile sinners with divine justice. 
The saint, in compliance with the divine will, offered the precious 
Blood fifty times a day for the conversion of sinners. Our Lord 
rewarded her zeal and fervor, and frequently showed her the 
souls that were converted in consequence. We, too, may rest 
assured that our petitions in behalf of sinners will be granted 
whenever we offer to the heavenly Father the precious Blood of 
his divine Son. 

The exercise of the spiritual works of mercy is also highly 
efficacious in saving souls. What a reward awaits those who 
practice these! Let us avail ourselves of every opportunity to 
promote our neighbor’s welfare: by kind words of exhortation, by 
encouraging the weak, consoling the sorrowful, and instructing 
the ignorant. Another means of inestimable value is to offer the 
sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion, all one’s prayers, 
works and sufferings, in union with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

The least degree we contribute toward bettering and convert- 
ing souls is precious and meritorious in the eyes of God. The 
glory we give to him by helping to save souls is worth our every 
painstaking effort. Even to prevent one venial sin, or to promote 
something that is good and pleasing to God, is of greater value 
than all the treasures of the world. St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi 
says, “It is not sufficient merely to wish for the salvation of 
others, we must also induce them to acquire merits for the greater 
honor of God.” 

We ought willingly to accept all possible humiliations, toils 
and hardships, and esteem ourselves exceedingly happy to endure 
them, if thereby we can, even for a few moments, render more 
glory to God. The conversion of a sinner affords God infinite 
joy, and his mercy is thereby greatly honored, but he is likewise 
exceedingly pleased by every degree of progress in virtue made 
by an innocent or converted soul. Let these reflections inspire 
us with zeal for saving souls, bettering souls, and sanctifying 
souls! What a glorious reward awaits us in heaven, and what 
consolation we shall experience even in this life, if we daily labor 
for the salvation and sanctification of souls! 


Lady Georgiana Fullerton. 


We may readily infer from the following example that such 
admirable sentiments animated Lady Georgiana Fullerton, the 
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noble daughter of the English ambassador to France. One Sun- 
day morning the passers-by of a London suburb were surprised 
to see a handsome, noble-looking young lady performing the 
menial work of a street sweeper. Had anyone inquired the name 
of her who so humbly performed this labor instead of the woman 
hired for the purpose, he would have learned that it was no other 
than Lady Georgiana Fullerton. 

On her way home from church, Miss Fullerton met the street 
sweeper engaged at her usual task. “Have you been to Mass 
this morning, my good woman?” she asked kindly. 

“To Mass?” responded the servant, “I have no time for that; 
today is my turn to sweep the street.” 

Upon hearing this reply, the truly noble Catholic lady, took 
the broom from the hands of the astonished woman, and giving 
her a piece of money said, “Now go to hear Mass.” During her 
absence Miss Fullerton joyfully continued to sweep the street. 

Indeed, she had every reason to be happy at her work, for 
she thus prevented God from being offended by one sin less, as 
the street sweeper could easily have gone to an earlier Mass. 
Devout souls well understand the meaning of: “One sin less — 
or — If only God is better served, more loved and glorified by 
one soul!” 

Prayer and supplication are the first means we should employ 
in saving souls, but our zeal must be active. Nowadays a wider 
field than ever before is open to us — we can contribute in a most 
efficacious manner toward saving and advancing souls in virtue 
by the support and circulation of thoroughly Catholic literature. 
Probably the majority of souls is lost by reading the productions 
of the evil press. Certain it is, that a large percentage of those 
who have been misled and have gone astray, owe their misfortune, 
their immorality, their indifference, their superstition, to the per- 
nicious influence of the irreligious press. From this sad condition 
we must conclude that a great number of souls can be saved 
and encouraged in Christian virtue by the aid and works of the 
good press. 

Alas! how much wiser, how much more zealous in this regard 
are the children of darkness than the children of light. Would 
that it were better realized how much the truly Christian press can 
contribute towards. the salvation of souls! In this line of work, 
apostles are required who willingly undergo the arduous labors 
of preparing and printing instructive reading matter; but there is 
a much greater need for apostles who circulate the edifying 
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literature. This is an apostolate most dear and pleasing to the 
divine Heart of Jesus. 

God grant that many noble-hearted young ladies and Chris- 
tian women will be inspired to take. up this sublime cause in 
furthering the salvation of souls so dear to Christ. A vast number 
of souls can be saved and sanctified by your apostolate of 
spreading good literature. God will bountifully reward your lay 
apostleship; he will not fail to bless courageous promoters who 
fearlessly and magnanimously meet difficulties, sacrifices and 
humiliations for the sake of advancing his kingdom in souls. 


Solicitors who send us three or five new subscriptions 
for ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory” are entitled to a highly 
prized premium, ‘“The Golden Book.” This is truly a 
golden book, combining as it does the method of true 
devotion to Mary with a complete prayer book. Those 
who already possess a copy, should procure another for 
friends and relatives. All who venerate Mary according 
to the directions given in ‘“The Golden Book” may be 
assured that the Blessed Virgin will be greatly pleased 
with their devotion. Pius X. bestowed his apostolic bless- 
ing on all who read this book and reflect on its contents. 
In a letter of commendation, Pope Benedict XV. wrote 
the following: ‘‘Blessed de Montfort bequeathed to you a 
book, written with his own hand, on the true devotion to 
Mary. Although but a small volume, it possesses great 
authority and is rich in unction. May it be circulated 
still further and reanimate an ever greater number of souls 
with the Christian spirit.”’ 


ODODIOND ODO 


GOLDPLATED ST. BENEDICT MEDALS. 


As some of our friends are desirous of obtaining goldplated St. 
Benedict Jubilee Medals, we wish to inform them that we now have 
a supply, and offer a goldplated Medal % in. in diameter at $1.00. 
The medal will be blessed and an explanatory leaflet forwarded with each. 






































Holy Communion, Most Beneficial to the 


Holy Souls. 





i REQUENT and worthy reception of Holy Commun- 
ion is a most excellent means to bring relief to 
the suffering souls in purgatory. The frequent and 
fervent Holy Communion does violence to God. 

eaimeaey He must show mercy; his justice is appeased. The 
holy souls are, therefore, most anxious to receive help and assist- 
ance through Holy Communion. 

A pious couple at Straubing, Bavaria, proposed to receive 
Holy Communion together on a certain Sunday and to offer it 
for the souls in purgatory. Whilst they were talking over their 
pious resolve they heard a knock at the door, and a pitiful voice 
cried out, saying: “Remember me at the banquet.” It was a 
soul from purgatory who thus begged a share in the spiritual 
profit of Holy Communion. St. Gertrude experienced great hap- 
piness in being able to release so many souls from purgatory; 
but her happiness was at its height on communion days. One 
day she asked our Lord for the reason. He replied, “It is un- 
seemly that I should refuse your prayer for the souls in purgatory 
on those days when you are espoused to me in Communion.” 

Could the holy souls speak to us, they would cry out: 
“O ye privileged souls, you can assist Mass, you can receive 
Holy Communion daily, oh, go to the holy banquet, oh, do not 
forget us there! Receive your Lord and our God with love and 
fervor and we shall receive consolation and freedom.” 
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In Luxemburg, on the feast of All Saints, the departed soul 
of a pious lady appeared to a devout girl to implore her aid. 
The girl was in the habit of receiving Holy Communion frequently, 
and as often as she did so this soul from purgatory accompanied 
her. When asked for the reason, the reply was, “Oh, you do 
not know what a torment it is to be separated from God! It is 
impossible to describe it. I feel myself drawn irresistibly to God 
but I must remain separated from him in punishment for my 
sins. This is so painful to me, that I scarcely feel the fire by 
which I am surrounded. To relieve the intensity of my torments 
God permitted me to come to this church to adore him at least 
in his house on earth, until | shall be found worthy to possess 
him in heaven.” She then earnestly implored the girl to receive 
Holy Communion frequently, and to remember her every time. 
The girl did so and was privileged after a time to see this soul 
entering heaven resplendent as the sun. 

Holy Church has at all times exhorted the faithful to assist 
daily at holy Mass and receive Holy Communion thereat. The 
Council of Trent expressly declares that “the faithful ought to 
receive Holy Communion not only spiritually but sacramentally 
as often as they assist at Mass, in order that they may more 
abundantly receive the fruit of this holy Sacrifice.” What favors 
could be gained thereby for the benefit of the suffering souls! 
A word to the fainthearted: “Mortal sin alone,” says St. Thomas, 
“is an obstacle to the reception of Holy Communion.” This is 
also the teaching of the Church. Every Christian has a right to 
Holy Communion if he is free from mortal sin and receives this 
holy sacrament in a good intention, not from human respect. 
Suarez remarks: “It is not taught by a single holy Father that 
it is necessary to be in the state of perfection in order to receive 
Holy Communion worthily and with profit.” 


OD ODWIOD ODEO 


REMARK.— Here we wish to remark, that peat revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Chureh has not decided upon them, 
elaim only human eredence. 


Believe me, my friends, believe an experience ripened by thirty 
years in the sacred ministry, I affirm that all deceptions, all spiritual 
deficiencies, all miseries, all faults, all falls, and even the most serious 
wanderings out of the right path, all proceed from this single source— 
a want of constancy in prayer. Live the life of prayer, learn to bring 
everything, to change everything into prayer — pains and trials and 
temptations of all kinds.— Pere De Ravignan. 
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Motives of Prayer for the Dead. 





HE practice of offering prayers for the repose of the 
souls of the faithful departed is one whose necessity 
and utility the Church never wearies of impressing 
upon her children. What a source of consolation 

- it should be for us to belong to a Church whose 

solicitude extends far beyond the grave, — a Church that, after 

closing our eyes in this world, will continue her interest for us 
in the life to come, and never interrupt her supplications until 
assured that we are in the enjoyment of eternal happiness! De- 
votion of praying for the departed is clearly approved by holy 

Scripture, is sanctioned by pious antiquity, and it is plainly con- 

formable with our reason. Our hearts tell us “that it is a holy: 

and wholesome thought to pray for the dead.” Let us consider 

a few of the many motives that make it a solemn and sacred 

duty for us not to withhold the assistance which it costs us so 

little to afford. 

In the first place, we have the motive of promoting the honor 
and glory of God. Sometimes we feel within ourselves a certain 
zeal for the things of God, but unfortunately we do not always 
apply this zeal to the objects by which God’s glory is most 
concerned. We admire those apostolic men whose lives are a 
constant act of heroic self-sacrifice in God’s service. We may 
not be called to impose upon ourselves similar sacrifices, but let 
us reflect, that by devotion to the suffering souls we may yet 
promote the honor of God in an almost equal degree. If the 
souls of idolators and those living in the darkness of infidelity 
and superstition are so dear to the Heart of God, why should 
not those holy and predestined souls who have as yet but a few 
Stains to wash away, be equally so? 

Jesus Christ himself has served us as a model in this respect. 
In person he gave us an example of this devotion by descending 
into Limbo to console by his divine presence the souls of the 
patriarchs and prophets, and to deliver them by his power. We 
may imitate our Lord. Like him we may be the means of short- 
ening the probation of souls as dear to God as the souls of 
patriarchs and prophets; and by doing as he did, with the simple 
view of promoting the honor and glory of God, we share in the 
apostolic spirit of which he is the source and with which he wishes 
that all our actions should be inspired. If, knowing this, we yet 
fail in our binding duty, woe, perhaps, will it be to us for being 
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3 | on in things which so closely concern the honor of 
od. 
Another Grave Reason. 

Another and a powerful motive which should inspire us with 
piety for the dead is the knowledge that we can promote to so 
great a degree the happiness of those who were dear to us. 
Listen to the plaintive cry which holy Church lends to the suffering 
souls: “Have pity on me, have pity on me, at least you my 
friends; because the hand of the Lord hath touched me!” Per- 
haps that mournful cry, which cannot fail to find an echo in our 
hearts, is at this very moment addressed to us by a father, a 
mother, or others equally dear, who have done so much and 
suffered so much for us — nay, perchance, it may be for faults 
committed through an unwise and excessive partiality for us that 
they are now detained in that place of expiation. On their death- 
bed we may have promised not to forget them in the world 
beyond the tomb: that promise consoled their dying moments; 
and now that they are no more — now that the justice of God is 
weighing upon them, can we be so hard-hearted as to abandon 
them? Gratitude is binding upon us to those who have rendered 
us temporal favors; can we show ourselves ungrateful to those 
to whom, after God, we owe all? 

We have, also, to urge us to pray for the dead, the motive 
of charity. Which of us would be so heartless as to refuse bread 
to a famishing friend? If our ears catch the note of a sigh of 
pain, we instinctively feel impelled to relieve it. Shall the sighs 
and sufferings of our afflicted brethren alone find us insensible? 
Perchance to enable them to reach heaven very little is needed— 
a prayer, an almsdeed. Can we refuse it to them? Think of 
all that God has done for these souls, think of the sacrifices 
which Christ imposed upon himself for their salvation; and reflect 
that by praying for them we do an agreeable violence to his 
justice, we become the auxiliaries of his clemency. 

But perhaps it is too little to say that it is a duty commanded 
by charity; it may be an obligation of Strict justice. How many souls, 
alas! may now be suffering in purgatory on our account — parents 
who were foolishly indulgent to us; friends and companions led 
astray by our words and example; the accomplices of our mis- 
deeds, our victims even — and we would be so heartless as to 
abandon them in the distress into which we may have been the 
means of plunging them! Should we not fear that God will one 
day punish us severely, not only for the faults which we ourselves 
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have to expiate, but also for the sufferings which we have been 
the means of making others endure? 

If zeal for God’s honor does not inspire us with compassion 
for the suffering souls, perhaps we will be moved by the knowledge 
that this devotion advances our own interests. Although this is 
a selfish motive and is far from the pure charity which should 
animate our good works, yet it is allowed to seek our own spiritual 
interests, by using the lawful means which religion offers us. For 
let us be convinced, that any privations or sacrifices we impose 
upon ourselves for the poor souls will be repaid a hundredfold. 

Zeal for God’s glory and our own sanctification, gratitude, 
charity and justice, — all exhort us to pray for the dead, and pray 
with perseverance. Our prayers for them will be heard, and in 
return, the supplications of our intercessors will be listened to, 
and our souls will be refreshed by the salutary dew of prayer. 
This is the real communion of saints: by giving we purchase — by 
giving to the poor we purchase the pardon of our sins, and by 
giving to the suffering souls we purchase for ourselves eternal 
happiness and the glory of the elect. 


eSeootseeé 


Three Holy Masses on All Souls’ Day. 





741 is not a recent privilege that allows priests to 
celebrate three holy Masses on All Souls’ Day. 
This custom has existed for centuries in countries 
belonging to the Spanish crown, but especially in 
the district included in the ancient kingdom of 
Aragon. Priests who belonged to religious orders usually said 
three Masses, and secular priests, two. Later on, in the middle 
of the 17th century, Philip IV., and in the beginning of the 18th 
century, Philip V., petitioned the Pope to extend this privilege to 
the entire Spanish kingdom, of which Aragon formed but a part. 
In 1746, this petition was renewed by King Ferdinand VI., 
and the same favor was asked by John V. of Portugal, for the 
countries belonging to his realm. At last Benedict XIV., in the 
bull “Quod expensis” of August 21, 1748, fully granted their 
requests. The principal points of the bull are as follows: 
“Complying with the pious and religious petitions addressed 
to us by our beloved sons in Jesus Christ, Ferdinand VI., king 
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of Spain, and John V., king of Portugal, we grant for all future 
times to each and every priest of the secular and regular clergy, 
who exercises his functions within the boundaries of these king- 
doms, but only as long as he lives in these districts, the permission 
to say three holy Masses on November 2d or the day following — 
if the rubrics of the missal so require it — because these days are 
dedicated by the whole Church to the memory of the faithful 
departed. 

“We expressly forbid that more than one honorary be ac- 
cepted for these three Masses, even if the faithful should volun- 
tarily offer same, and this prohibition is sub poena suspensionis 
ipso faéto incurrenda. 

‘Finally we ordain and strictly prescribe, that the benefit of 
these three Masses shall be applied wholly and without reserve, 
not to one or several deceased, but to all the faithful departed.” 

Similar petitions from other illustrious persons were presented 
to the holy See at different times. Nearly half a century ago an 
authorized voice sent a written petition to Pope Pius IX. asking 
him to graciously extend to the entire Church, the privilege of 
saying three holy Masses on All Souls’ Day. Through Cardinal 
Patrizzi, his Holiness replied that this matter would be referred 
to the Sacred Congregation of Rites. But in order to be more 
efficacious, he requested that the petition be signed by a greater 
number of bishops. 

In compliance with this advice, about a thousand bishops 
and prelates affixed their signature to a document which was 
sent to Pope Leo XIII. in 1886. The reasons they set forth in 
making this request apply equally as well to the present time. 
On August 31, 1873, Mgr. Andrew Casasola, archbishop of 
Undine, Italy, wrote as follows: 

“Of the ancient Mass foundations which owed their origin to 
Christian piety, some have in course of years been discarded, 
others, and to this class belong the majority, have been confiscated 
by sacrilegious hands, at the appeal of godless laws and ordi- 
nances. Besides, the number of priests is ever diminishing, so 
that the number of holy Masses and intercessory prayers for the 
departed are likewise lessened. In future they will become Sill 
more scarce, as the generosity of the faithful, especially of the 
wealthier class, is far less charitable than formerly.” 

In fact, Mass endowments for the dead in families, is being 
drawn into ever narrower limits, and what adds no little to this 
condition is that the people of our superficial, bustling age are 
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intent only on what is material. They are altogether too solicitous 
for temporal things, and sadly neglect the eternal. Aside from a 
few praiseworthy exceptions, it may be truly said that the living 
concern themselves about the dead only until they are in posses- 
sion of their inheritance. The most sacred duties of gratitude 
and Christian charity, yea, often of justice, are utterly ignored. 

On the occasion of the Eucharistic congress held in Rome, 
June 1905, his Holiness Pius X. was presented with an address 
that had been signed by a great number of patriarchs, bishops, 
abbots, prelates, and other prominent persons who attended the 
congress. This document contained the petition that all priests 
throughout the world be permitted to say three holy Masses on 
All Souls’ Day. 

The Glad Message. 


The glad message for the poor souls in purgatory and for 
their friends on earth, was announced by the holy Father two 
years ago. The pious custom which hitherto had been the 
special privilege of Portugal, Spain and Spanish speaking prov- 
inces, was then extended to the whole Catholic world. Henceforth, 
every Catholic priest is permitted to say three holy Masses on 
All Souls’ Day, as on the joyous festival of Christmas. The first 
Mass may be said according to his own intention, but the second 
must be offered for all the souls in purgatory, and the third 
according to the intention of the Pope. 

The reason which induced the holy See to grant this great 
privilege to the Church is the ever increasing indifference of men 
for things pertaining to religion. The poor souls must suffer 
because of this tepidity as they are far less remembered now 
than formerly. Further, the ever increasing scarcity of priests in 
most Catholic countries, and especially in large cities. Thousands 
of zealous priests have been called into military service during 
the present world war, and very seldom have time to say Mass. 
Countless numbers of soldiers, heroically sacrificing their lives 
for their country, must pass into eternity without the spiritual 
assistance of a priest. 

May all true friends of the faithful departed endeavor to give 
the greatest possible aid to the souls in purgatory by devoutly 
assisting at the three holy Masses. What consolation would be 
afforded to the suffering souls if every Catholic would receive 
and offer Holy Communion for them on the feasts of All Saints’ 
and All Souls’! 
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Alms for the Dead. 


“Alms maketh to find mercy” — Tob. xii. 9. 





O work of charity is more highly praised and recommended 
in holy Scripture than the giving of alms. Regarding 
this work of mercy we read in the book of Tobias, that 
“it delivereth from death, it purgeth away sins,” that is, 

from punishment still due to sin, “it maketh to find mercy and 
life everlasting.” 

St. Thomas of Aquin says, that “alms-giving,” by which is 
understood all spiritual and corporal works of mercy in general, 
“has a greater power of atonement than prayer.” For this reason 
saints and the great teachers of spiritual life endeavored to aid 
the souls in purgatory especially by giving alms. Justly did St. 
Paulinus praise Pammachius, a Roman nobleman, who after the 
death of his wife, assembled all the poor of the city of Rome at 
St. Peter’s and distributed food among them. By thus giving 
alms, he desired to afford alleviation to the soul of his beloved 
wife. 

Benedictines and other religious orders, have a provision in 
their constitutions which requires that for thirty days after the 
death of a member, not only is the sacrifice of the Mass offered 
for the deceased, but also a quantity of food, that would have 
been his portion during life, is distributed among the poor for 
the benefit of his soul. 

In one of his sermons, St. Ambrose recommends alms-giving 
for the benefit of the poor souls in these words: “If death has 
robbed you of a beloved son or relative, and you desire to show 
your love for him, to aid and do good to him whom you mourn, 
you can do so by a simple means. There is nothing that will 
please your dear one better, or that will be of greater benefit to 
him who was to be your heir, than if you aid the poor, the 
living coheirs of your son, and give to them what you had in- 
tended to leave to your dear departed one himself. This is a 
most effectual, and in many cases, a necessary manner of assisting 
your beloved dead. By sacrificing wretched temporal goods you 
put him more speedily in possession of eternal riches.” 

St. Chrysostom gave the faithful of Constantinople the advice 
to hang a small money-bag beside their bed, and not to retire, 
before placing in it an alms for the poor, that in consideration 
of this charity, the souls in purgatory might also derive rest and 
refreshment during the night. 
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St. Bridget had an apparition of her deceased husband Ulfo, 
who requested her to sell the silverware and the horses he had 
left, in which he had taken too much delight, and to give the 
proceeds to the poor. He also asked her to present the silver 
goblets to poor churches for the service of the altar, because 
such alms-giving is most pleasing to God. 

If corporal works of mercy are of such great value, there 
can be no doubt but that the spiritual works of mercy are of 
even greater worth. A pious writer gives this advice: “Comfort 
the sorrowing, counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, labor 
for the conversion of sinners, accede in a holy manner to the - 
wishes of persons who are afflicted with mental troubles, aid those 
who have fallen to arise. Do all this with the intention to assist 
the souls in purgatory, and God will grant them mercy.” To 
this may be added: Visit the sick, settle quarrels and reconcile 
enemies, admonish those who are in moral dangers, circulate 
good books and literature — these, also, are works of mercy. 


ODSODODWDIOD O 


Sister Gertrude Mary and Purgatory. 





(¢ py, We ig ISTER Gertrude Mary, a mystic of our own days, 
eee ie) was born of a poor family in Anjou, France, in 
1 oN 1870. She became a religious in 1887 and spent 
Ca a most of her short life in teaching little children. 

WA" ai) She suffered greatly, and after years of severe illness 
died in the odor of sanctity at Angers, in 1908. Our Lord 
himself commanded her to write her life and tell of the marvels 
of grace which he was pleased to work in her soul. 

On April 14, 1907, this privileged soul writes, “After supper, 
at that hour when everything is quiet, I began to pray, feeling the 
need of remaining quietly in recollection before God. Already 
the shrouding veil of the supernatural, of the divine, of the other 
world, was covering me on every side. | felt I must occupy my- 
self chiefly with the dear souls in purgatory. At the moment 
when this need of my soul was making itself most keenly felt, 
I knew that when I had prayed for those poor suffering souls a 
good number of them would enter paradise. When this knowledge 
came to me, it was given me to see these poor souls lifting suppliant 
hands toward heaven. The state in which I saw them is indescrib- 
able. The place appeared to be a very high tower, round in 
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shape, with no opening except at the top. There were, so to 
speak, two forces acting upon them — one drawing them to heav- 
en (this, I think, was love), the other keeping them captive in 
their place of expiation (and this, I think, was the desire of further 
purification). They could not, would not, unite themselves to the 
infinite Purity and Sanctity, while anything remained for them 
to expiate. The Blessed Virgin was quite near them; and with 
her the good angels of the souls who were expecting deliverance. 
They were awaiting the happy moment when they would be 
allowed to receive and to introduce into heaven the souls entrusted 
to their care. I began to say the rosary, and I said to the 
Blessed Virgin: 

“*At each Ave I have the intention of offering thee the 
Blood of thy divine Son for the deliverance of these dear souls, 
and when they are in paradise they must occupy themselves in 
praying for the souls of poor sinners.’ After having prayed a 
long while, | seemed to see a great number leave the place of 
expiation. 

“On the night of Wednesday, April 11, 1907, I saw in a 
dream one of my pupils, who died some years ago. I had almost 
forgotten what she was like. In my dream | saw her very dis- 
tinctly; her head was covered with a black woolen scarf, with the 
ends falling in front. She looked at me fixedly with her great 
black eyes. She had kept that look of sadness which she had 
when alive. 

“The impression caused by the sudden apparition of this 
child was so strong that I awoke at once. I| tried to see if she 
really was near me. I saw nothing with the eyes of the body, 
but the memory of her remained vividly with me. I began to 
pray, and as | was to receive Holy Communion the next morning, 
I asked our Lord then and there to give a thought to this soul, 
for I believed her to be still in purgatory. I tried to go to sleep 
again, but I lay awake a long time, seeing the child before my 
eyes. Next day | kept silence about my dream, but the remem- 
brance did not leave me. 

“Two days after, at recreation, I spoke of it, without thinking, 
to my cell-companion, and was extremely surprised at her reply. 

“I said: ‘I have dreamt about one of my pupils, who died 
some years ago.’ 

“Was it that tall dark girl in black who came and stood 
close to your bed?’ 

“How astonished I was at hearing this! How could Sister 
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Saint Marcellinus, who had never seen the child, know that she 
was tall and dark? How did she know, too, that she was in 
black, and had come and stood near me? 

“I said: ‘Did you see her, then?’ ‘Yes,’ she answered, ‘but 
not last night; it was Wednesday night.’ 

“My astonishment went on increasing. I had told her nothing 
about which night it was. She then added: 

“If you had told me nothing about it, I should never have 
spoken of it; I should have been afraid of exciting you. It was 
not a dream on my part. I was not asleep. When I saw this 
tall person come towards you, I leapt up in my bed, then turned 
to the wall, and tried to go to sleep, that I might hear and see 
no more. Then | saw her come nearer to your bed, and look 
fixedly at you.’ 

“Four days have now passed, and Sister Saint Marcellinus 
said to me today: ‘What I saw grows no less vivid to my sight.’ 


“Purgatory is My Mother’s Kingdom.” 


Under date of May 13, 1907, we find the following: “I was 
saying my rosary, when suddenly I| saw the Blessed Virgin, my 
dear Mother in heaven. I saw her, and found myself near her. 
O dear good. Mother, I wish I could contemplate you already in 
the glories of eternity! After I had walked with her alone for 
some time, a companion came to join us — a gracious and beau- 
tiful Child, who slipped quietly between the Blessed Virgin and 
myself. He gave his right hand first to his Mother, and then his 
left to his unworthy spouse. My soul was filled with astonishment, 
admiration and humility... but I did not hesitate to take his 
hand.... Simplicity is pleasing to this great God who makes 
himself so little. But what an astounding spectacle it was! Jesus, 
and Mary, and a poor sinner like myself in their society. When 
Jesus had taken my hand, | presumed to ask him to speak to 
me, to instruct me. 

“He replied: ‘Purgatory is my Mother’s kingdom.’ And he 
made me understand in the following words: ‘I have given her my 
own power over these suffering souls. On her, in some measure, 
depends their deliverance. She applies, as she pleases, the prayers 
which are offered for them.’ This is the reason. No grace is 
given to us on earth which does not pass through Mary’s hands. 
It is this dear Mother who, distributed to these souls the graces 
they needed on earth, who helped them to profit by these graces; 
and then led them to this place, where they suffer, it is true, but 
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from which they will come out to the enjoyment of God. Mary 
has far greater power over them here. One might say that Jesus 
confides all souls to her anew when they enter purgatory. Here 
they are the subjects of the Queen of heaven; and when they 
shall have been made absolutely pure, Mary will call them; she 
will go herself to purgatory to find them, and present them to 
her divine Son, and bring them into the heavenly dwelling-places. 

“I learn these lessons from those words of Jesus: FirStly, 
that I ought to pray much for these dear souls; that we shall 
all give great joy to the Blessed Virgin by praying for her subjeéts. 
Secondly, I learn this other lesson: that whenever we ask Mary 
to give us Jesus she always gives him to us. How many times 
in the day have I| said, ‘Dear Mother, give Jesus to me;’ and 
each time the interior voice has replied, “You have him always 
with you.’ And then I have taken up my refrain again: ‘Give my 
Jesus to me.’ 

“Yes, it is Mary, who gives Jesus to us, and she gives him 
always when we ask her and sigh ardently after the Well-beloved. 
On November 1, 1907, I had a great joy to offer to God. At 
the moment of Benediction, our dear Lord told me that on the 
evening of this great day there was a great banquet in heaven, 
at which the newly-elect were present. These newly-elect are the 
souls who have entered paradise from purgatory that day. It is 
by their entry that Jesus, as it were, completes the Feast of all 
Saints. There are always some souls who enter on that day, 
but not always the same number; that depends, our Lord said, 
on the prayers addressed to him for the souls in purgatory. The 
more one prays — above all, if one prays with fervor — the more 
deliverances one obtains, and the greater the number of the newly- 
elect. Since I knew this, | have prayed far better; for I desired 
to bring many souls, or at least to help so far as I could to bring 
them, to this entrance into heaven. I did not know the hour 
at which it took place, but a little before eight in the evening 
I saw, as it were, thick clouds rising up from some low-lying 
place, and ascending. This went on for a long while; and I knew 
by this intellectual vision that the souls in purgatory were then 
entering heaven. The vision seemed to last a long while (though 
it really only took an instant), to show the great number of souls 
who were on their way to eternal happiness. 

“The prayers made for them today (All Souls’ Day) have 
quite another value from those of any other -day, because today 
these are the universal prayers of the Church. 
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“After the elevation, I saw a great number of souls going 
up to heaven from purgatory. May they glorify God for us, and 
for all souls on earth!” 

CBODBWESDOSS 


Charity for Deceased Priests. 





~~. | HEN a priest dies, the customary Masses are said 
\\? pi for the repose of his soul, and for a time, the 
faithful usually pray zealously for him. But soon, 

vit only too soon, he is less frequently remembered, 

and gradually entirely forgotten, at least in prayer. 

“He w was a priest, such a good, holy man,” it is said,“ surely he is 
in heaven.” To have such a high esteem for priests is certainly 
pious and praiseworthy, especially at the present time when 
Christ’s ministers are reviled and calumniated from every side. 
We cannot realize the weighty responsibility connected with the 
priests’ sublime calling, and consequently it is certain that many 
priests must suffer a long time, often a very long time in purgatory. 

It is related in the life of Venerable Frances of the Blessed 
Sacrament, that two Popes, many bishops and a great number 
of priests appeared to her and begged for assistance, because 
they were enduring severe torments in purgatory. Once the 
same religious beheld a deceased priest, who among other things 
said to her: “O Frances, people are under the impression that 
the very fact of one’s being a priest is sufficient assurance that 
he will go to heaven! But know, that before God, the vocation 
to the priesthood is so sublime, so exalted in dignity, that those 
who embrace this sacred calling are obliged to strive for an 
astonishing degree of purity of conscience and perfection. | 
admit, I scarcely saved my soul.” 

Whenever the servant of God thought of the strict account 
and the intense sufferings that awaited priests, she was seized 
with terror. A priest once appeared to her who had been in 
purgatory for the length of forty years. Owing to some acts of 
negligence, a bishop had already suffered in purgatory for fifty 
years when he came to plead for her help. We read in the life 
of Anna Catherine Emmerich that at Easter time she delivered 
thé soul of a priest who had been in purgatory for many years. 

In one of St. Teresa’s works we find the following passage: “I 
was supernaturally informed of the death of a priest who had 
formerly held the office of provincial in this place, and to whom 
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I owed a deep debt of gratitude. The news of his death grieved 
me, for although he had been very devout and virtuous, yet | 
was greatly concerned about the welfare of his soul. When I 
considered the grave responsibility a priest has in the guidance 
of souls, which duties he had exercised for twenty years, I could 
not dispel a certain sense of fear for him. Immediately, I implored 
our Lord to apply to him whatever good works I might have 
done during my life, and to supply my deficiencies from the 
merits of his passion, that the soul of this priest might be speedily 
released from the pains of purgatory. After I had earnestly 
prayed in this manner, | beheld this soul at my right hand coming 
forth from the depths of the earth, and ascending to heaven with 
the expression of greatest joy. This priest had been quite advanced 
in age, but the vision I beheld was that of a man less than thirty, 
having a youthful and radiant countenance. The apparition 
lasted only a short time, but it filled me with consolation, because 
I was perfectly convinced of its reality. I no longer mourned his 
loss as did others who were equally devoted to him. His edifying 
death occurred at a distant place, and I did not hear the particulars 
until later.” 

From this you may conclude, dear reader, that zealous and 
devout priests who live exemplary lives, must often suffer a long 
time in purgatory. Consider also, that it is precisely the souls of 
these priests that are dearest to the divine Heart of Jesus. Take 
pity on them, therefore, especially during this month of November. 
Be a charitable friend to them, and in return, they will obtain 
for you precious graces from the adorable Heart of Jesus. — 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 


eSotosoeets 


The Great Indulgence for the Poor Souls. 


We would like to remind our kind readers of the Toties Quoties 
indulgence to be gained on All Souls’ Day. Years ago Pius X.ordained 
that all who wear the highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict 
and have received the sacraments, may gain a plenary indulgence 
as often as they visit a church or public chapel from twelve o’clock, 
noon, on All Saints’ Day until twelve o’clock, midnight, on All 
Souls’ Day. It is required that they pray according to the intention 
of the holy Father, for example, the Our Father and Hail Mary 
five times, or other prayers of about the same length. 

By a recent papal brief, this Toties Quoties indulgence has 
been extended in favor of all the faithful, even though they do not 
wear the St. Benedict Jubilee Medal. 
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The Priest with the Missal. 





m OT many years ago, at least not so many as to be 
beyond the reach of some now living, a very ex- 


ri : in Ireland. As to whether or not the occurrence 
: oy: may be strictly called miraculous, the reader will 





One of the priests of the town, a young man, had such a 
reputation for sanctity that he was commonly called “the holy 
priest,” as he never was seen passing from church or school or 
cottage of the sick without his breviary in his hand. On one 
occasion, and the last, he was on his way to visit the ill and dying 
when he suddenly stopped in great distress, and blood began to 
flow from his mouth. He fell, and was carried to a farmhouse 
nearby, and seemed to be dying, as indeed he was. Another 
priest was sent for in the interval. If some of the crowd around 
the couch of the young man chanced to express pain or wonder 
at his untoward accident, they were promptly silenced by the 
more devout, who cried out, while crossing themselves, “Is it not 
well for him, God bless him, to be going straight to God, and 
heaven, the holy priest that he is?” 

The priest who had been summoned arrived in all haste, but 
found the corpse of the young curate before him. The remains 
were interred in the usual way, after the office and Mass, and 
a vast concourse attended the funeral to honor the burial of a 
saint. The obsequies over and the darkness approaching, the 
clergy and people retired to rest. About the middle of the night 
the parish priest awoke suddenly in a state of utter panic. An 
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unseen hand had withdrawn the bed curtains, and he beheld the 
dead priest_before his eyes. 

“I was paralyzed with horror. My tongue and lips were 
powerless to move. There he was, as visible as you are now. In 
a few moments, when I| had strength to listen, he said to me: ‘I 
am suffering intense pain, and no one helps me with prayers. | 
had the name of being so holy that I now am left without as- 
sistance. Do pray and get others to pray for me.’ At this time 
-I noticed that he carried a missal on his arm, and having regained 
some little courage, | asked him why he did so. ‘My greatest 
solace in purgatory,’ said he, ‘is due to the care I took over 
night to prepare the reading of the daily Mass.’ ‘“Then,’ said I, 
‘how do I know now but that this is only a dream? ‘By God’s 
permission I will give you a proof.’ He touched my arm and 
vanished. I shrieked with agony, and my servants rushed to my 
room on hearing the sound. I rose, lit my lamp to examine the 
arm, and a strange mark was apparent. I went back to bed, but 
not to sleep. I still thought to account for the vision by fancying 
that the broad daylight would show the wound to be something 
common. When the sunlight streamed into my room I rose and 
again examined my arm. It was no dream; the flesh was signed 
with no ordinary mark.” 

When he came down to the dining room those present saw 
that he looked like a specter, so pallid and ghastly was his face. 
In vain they inquired the cause. He soon gave up his parish 
and joined a religious order, and one of the curates, to whom, 
after long and many petitions, he communicated the facts just 
related, also joined the order founded by St. Ignatius, and it is 
to him I owe the knowledge of the marvelous facts I have 


chronicled. W. W. 
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The Famous Apparition in Notre Dame, Paris. 





pupils. The body, placed on a bier, and covered with 

a pall, according to the custom of the times, was carried 

into the church of Notre Dame, followed by an immense concourse 
of people. 

The canons were chanting the office for the dead. At the 

words of the fourth lesson, “Answer thou me; how many are mine 


AYMOND Diocrése, a celebrated doctor of the University 
of Paris, died in 1082, universally mourned by his 
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iniquities and sins?” a sepulchral voice, which seemed to come 
from beneath the pall, was heard throughout the church saying, 
“By the just judgment of God I have been accused.” They raised 
the pall—the body was there, immovable, cold, dead. When the 
excitement had somewhat subsided, the chanting was resumed. 
At the words, “Answer thou me,” etc., to the indescribable terror 
of the congregation, the dead man sat up, and, in a louder voice, 
exclaimed, “By the just judgment of God I have been judged,” 
then he fell back. The doctors present examined the body anew, 
and searched in vain for some sign of life. The excitement had 
now reached such a pitch that it was impossible to proceed with 
the office, so the ceremonies were deferred until the next day. 

At the appointed hour all Paris hastened to Notre Dame. 
The office was begun. At the words, “Answer thou me,” etc., the 
dead man sat up, and, in a voice which thrilled all present, and 
froze their blood with terror, cried out, “By the just judgment of 
of God I have been condemned.” 

This extraordinary event, which is related by the Bollandists, 
is said to have occurred in broad daylight, and to have been 
witnessed by thousands of persons. Among those present at the 
church was Bruno, one of the most learned doctors of the time, 
renowned throughout Europe for his talents and virtues. Such 
was the impression made upon him by these ghostly apparitions, 
that he resolved to leave the world. With four companions he 
retired to the solitude of La Grande-Chartreuse, near Grenoble, 
there to prepare in time for the just judgments of God. Thus 
this singular manifestation of divine justice, gave rise to the Order 
of Carthusians, the most austere religious community in the 
Church, and one which, though in existence for eight centuries, 
has never stood in need of reform. 
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Pictures for Your Home. 


Our fine Photo-tone Pictures are unsurpassed in their 
artistic beauty and the heavenly expression of the 
countenance. Before such pictures it is easy to pray and 
practice home devotions. 


The Last Supper 21 X 34 in. $0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28 ” a6 
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Scapular Lockets. 


Rolled gold Scapular Lockets on rolled gold chain__ $2.00; $2.25 
Rolled gold Scapular Lockets without chain ___-_-__ 1.25; 1.75 


Each locket contains a Scapular Medal and place for picture. 
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Aluminum Scapular Medals - _. 10 cents each or 3 for 25 cents 
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COME TO JESUS. A little book of prayers and devotions for 
small children. Size 234 x 334 in. 222 pages. Cloth binding, 
gilt bands, title and I.H.S., red edges, $0.25. 
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Excellent Pamphlets for Distribution. 


The treatment of each subject is direct, practical. and interesting. 
Every booklet is a treasure; every chapter contains "golden thoughts 
and advice; every sentence deserves to be read and pondered. 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4. oo. 
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Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. 

Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations. 

Magnificence of the Love of God. 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
Conformity to the Will of God. 


2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2. oo. 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly. 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 
The Fountain of Grace. 
Devotion to Mary. 


copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1. 50°. 
Devotion to she Most Holy Trinity. 
Devotion to the Precious Blood. 
Message of the Sacred Heart. 
Holy Water in the Christian Home. 





SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT. 


An effective remedy for muscular rheumatism and 
neuralgia. Unsurpassed for disorders of the muscles or 
stiffness of the joints, caused by contracting a cold, by 
change of temperature or weather, by dampness, drafts, etc. 

Any of these ailments will be speedily benefited and, 
as a rule, permanently cured by Santa Barbara Liniment, 
if used at the proper time according to directions. 

Price per bottle $1.00. Circular and Directions with wrapper. 
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